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In view of the apparent disintigration of the Confederacion do Trabajadores
de Chile (CTCh), leaders of ts independent Confederacion Goneral de
Trabejadores (COT) are eadeav:ring to form a now national labor organisga-
tion to be called Centrsl Unica do Trabajadores de Chile.

On 23 December 1943, fifteen COT delegates travelsd to Valparaiso to moet
with labor leaders of the rejion., Among thoss with whon contaet was estabe-
lished were leaders o both Socialist and Corrmmist labor unions belonging
to the CTCh,

The CGT delegates aivanced the theory that the time was ripe for the forma-
tion of a labor orianization which would confine itself strictly to the field
of labor and teke no active part in polities. Although most of the labor ]
leaders eonculted by the CGT delepates agreed that the CTCh is no longer an
effective labor crganiszation, no agreement on this question of the legitimate
sphere of labor ictivities could be reached. There was no unity of opinion
among the CTCh "eaders as to what comstituted labor interests as against
political activities. The majority of the union leaders believed that only
through combin.ng union and politicsal activities can any true progress be
obtained by organlzed Chilean labor,

Hany of uhe 'ICh leaders who were approached demanded specisl advantages for
their respervive political parties within the framework of the proposed new

national la'or organigzation. The CGT representatives refused these demands

vherever tlay arose.

Bacause o' these difficulties in reaching an agreement, the CGT decided to
establish coordinating committees in Valparaiso and Santisgo vhich would be
responsille for reaching a working agreement with Communist and Coeialist
union re resentatives.

It is recorted that the CGT has also deeided to send out dolegates to the
norther. mining gones to try to attract the powerful mi-ing groups to the PTO=
posed 13 labor organization, The identity of these ropresentatives is not
yet kowm, but 1t is believed that Pedro Nolaseo Arratia Urrutia and Pedro
Huiqrinir will be included among the delegates. :
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25X1 [ lcompentt It is belisved that the attompt of the CGT to Porm a new
natlonal labor orpgsnization has only amall possiblility of suceseding. The
CGT hes long cooperated with both the Soeialist and Communint factions of
whe CiCh, but only on matters pertaining strictly to labor. The COT has
nover tried to hide its lack of sympathy for the purely political and por=

sonally ambitious maneuverings of Socialist and Comrmmist leaders in the
CiCh,
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